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Mayor’s Message

As the economy and our local housing market have
accelerated during the past 12 months, the pace at
City Hall is busier than ever.

The number of building permits issued for single-
family homes has increased 36 percent from a year
ago, which is a statistic we celebrate as we welcome
new residents to our growing community.

With growth comes the need for an increased focus on our vision for what
we want Heath to be, both today and in the future. Two important tools that
guide the City as we approve new residential and commercial developments
are our Comprehensive Plan and our Zoning Ordinance.

WHAT IS THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?
The Comprehensive Plan represents the vision of what our citizens want the
City to become, and sets forth policies that allow us to realize this vision.

The Comprehensive Plan is updated periodically and includes multiple
opportunities for citizens to participate and share their input. We anticipate
updating our Comprehensive Plan again in 2015.

WHAT IS THE ZONING ORDINANCE?

The Zoning Ordinance is the legal codification of the land use policies
included in the Comprehensive Plan. The Zoning Ordinance establishes
permitted uses for land and provides clear requirements for development,
including the amount of square footage that can be constructed within a
specific zone, and the types of activities that may take place in each zone.

Heath’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance work in concert to
allow us to uphold Heath’s distinction as a premier D/FW community where
citizens enjoy an upscale, open, lakeside environment.

Start Your Easter Weekend Celebrations at

The Heart of Heath 5k Run/Walk on April 19
8:30 a.m. | Heath City Hall | 200 Laurence Drive

Registration is now available online at www.heathtx.com.

This family-friendly event is open to all ages and athletic
abilities ranging from the casual walker to the elite runner.

®  Experienced race management by Rockwall Running
Center & ItsYourRace.com, offering the new, free Heart
of Heath mobile app

Expanded race categories

Accurate & fast race results

Certified course

Every participant receives a Heart of Heath T-shirt
while supplies last

Drawings post-race for prizes from local businesses

NEW - THE BUNNY DASH FOR EASTER EGGS

Following the Heart of Heath, the City will host its first-ever
Easter Egg Hunt with filled Easter eggs scattered throughout
Towne Center Park. This event is free for kids 10 and under.

The Bunny Dash times for the age groups are:
Babies to 3 years old 10:00 am
4 to 6 years old 10:15 am
7 to 10 years old 10:30 am

All proceeds benefit Heath parks and trails.

WHAT ABOUT DENSITY GOALS?

Beginning with our first Comprehensive Plan in 1996, City Council
members, board and commission members and citizens have been united
in the belief that maintaining a low density of residential building was

a key objective to preserve a desirable environment with a manageable
growth rate that enhances property values. Recent development
proposals have elicited significant citizen input and comment regarding
density of residential development in Heath, and therefore it is timely to
take a look at the treatment of density in our Comprehensive Plan and
Zoning Ordinance.

Each Comprehensive Plan has included a general residential gross density
goal of one dwelling unit per acre of developable land. This policy allows
for park and open space land mitigation, where higher densities can be
developed, but are offset by parkland or open space provided in another
area of the City. It is important to note, however, that the Comprehensive
Plan does not require that each residential lot to be developed in the City
be one acre or larger.

The Comprehensive Plan also encourages a diversity of residential
properties in terms of size, type, exterior appearance, views and
orientation of lots to amenities. Continued on reverse side...

Visit www.heathtx.com for the latest news, information and updates about the City of Heath.



Mayor’s Message continued... If you review our Zoning Ordinance, you

will find single-family zoning options that marry the goals contained in the
Comprehensive Plan and yet create the opportunity for developers and
builders to take advantage of Heath’s open, beautiful and rolling topography
with permits for homes on a variety of lot sizes including 15,000 square feet
(SF-15), 22,000 square feet (SF-22) and 43,560 square feet (SF-43).

WHAT IS A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT?
There is also a Planned Development category, which has resulted in
distinctive communities that offer home buyers a variety of choices.

Examples include Buffalo Creek and Stoneleigh, where some homes are
situated on an acre or more and others are not. But the unique lot sizes
combined with stunning architectural design, high quality building materials
and upscale amenities such as trails and greenbelts create a beautiful place
to call home.

The approved concept plan for Heath Golf and Yacht Club is another
example of a Planned Development that blends a premier lakefront/golf
course setting with exceptional amenities and a variety of lot sizes.

Overall, we have been able to maintain our general gross density goal of
one home per acre and will work hard to continue to do so. In fact, the last
Comprehensive Plan noted that Heath had the low density ratio of just 100
citizens per every 33 acres. Under current low density land use policies, the
2008 plan stated that our total population capacity can reach approximately
19,296. Our current population is just over 7,400.

ARE VARIANCES ALLOWED?

If the City allows a variance from the one lot per acre density goal with
respect to any development, it is important to remember that such
variations are allowed by our Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinances.

However, it is important for City Government to remember that in order to
comply with the spirit of our Comprehensive Plan these variations should be
limited, and should be allowed only in areas which do not disrupt the make-
up of existing neighborhoods and only if the new development is providing
benefits to the City which justify the variances.

We are fortunate that most people living in Heath have a common opinion
of the type of community we want, and that past and present elected
leaders, volunteers and City staff have taken a pro-active approach to
managing growth in Heath. On behalf of the City, | also want to thank the
talented and dedicated developers and builders who have embraced our
vision for Heath with the neighborhoods they have created and the homes
they have built. Working together, | am confident that Heath will remain a
community in which we are all proud to live.

The Heath Department of Public Safety will join Rockwall-Heath High School
to present Shattered Dreams April 10. The anti-drinking and driving program
is scheduled before the school’s prom, an occasion on which teenagers are
most likely to consume alcoholic beverages. Careflite and numerous Heath
DPS emergency vehicles will be onsite along Heath High School Drive at
approximately 10 a.m. on April 10 to present the mock accident portion of
the program.

Business Spotlight:

DALLAS

DESIGN GROUP
&ASSOCIATES

A SHOUT OUT TO
A HOMETOWN
BUSINESS!

The name may be
Dallas Design Group,
but this family-owned company relocated to Heath in 2009 after discovering
what a great community we have for living and working!

Now located at 6730 Horizon Road Suite C, Dallas Design Group continues
a 40-year tradition of bringing each client’s vision for their luxury home
to life. While the company has designed thousands of custom residences
in Texas and throughout the U.S., you'll find some of the designs they are
most proud of in Buffalo Creek, Heath Crossing, Woodbridge, Mariah Bay,
Shepherds Glen and Lafayette Landing.

“We've always believed that unique design doesn’t cost, it pays,” says owner
Alice Wynn. “Clients can trust that their home will be unique, beautifully
designed, and wonderful to live in!”

Alice’s sons have carried on the family’s entrepreneurial spirit, and both
have Heath-based landscape businesses. So with a professional landscape
designer on staff, Dallas Design Group clients can receive everything from
architectural design, blueprints, floor plans and elevations...

to landscape design and installation.

Avid Heath Hawk fans, this Heath business family is also proud to support

Helping Hands and Christ for India. Learn more about Dallas Design Group
(and check out some cool home plans) at DallasDesignGroup.com.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day is April 5

The City of Heath will join the City of Rockwall
to host the 14th Annual Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Day rain or shine on April

5 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rockwall’s Service
Center at 1600 Airport Road in Rockwall. The
event is open to City of Heath residents, who
must obtain a free voucher to deliver items to
the collection site. On-site document shredding
will also be provided. If you would like to
volunteer as your neighborhood coordinator or
need a participation voucher, please drop by City Hall or call 972-771-6228.

Find a list of items accepted in household quantities at
http://tinyurl.com/HHWaste or scan the QR Code.

Upcoming Elections

GENERAL ELECTION

May 10 | Heath City Hall | 7a.m. -7 p.m.
Early voting begins April 28.

Deadline to register to vote is April 10.

On the ballot for the City of Heath:
o Mayor

e  City Councilmember Place 3

e  City Councilmember Place 5

PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELECTION
May 27 | Heath City Hall | 7a.m. -7 p.m.
Early voting begins May 19.

WATER RESTRICTIONS REMAIN IN EFFECT.
PLEASE CHECK WWW.HEATHTX.COM FOR CURRENT

WATERING SCHEDULES.

FIND THE LATEST CITY NEWS AT
HEATHTX.COM OR FOLLOW US AT:

flickr

facebook

200 Laurence Drive, Heath, TX 75032 | 972-771-6228 | www.heathtx.com | cityhall@heathtx.com



