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City of Heath Welcomes New Employees: 
Matthew Holzapfel, P.E., Director of Public Works and 
Michael Shook, Capital Improvements Project Manager

The City of Heath has added new expertise to the Executive Staff Team! 
Matthew Holzapfel, P.E, has joined as Director of Public Works and 
Michael Shook is the new Capital Improvements Project Manager. Both 
professionals bring over four decades of experience in all aspects of 
municipal government and construction.  

Continued on page 3...

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS
January 01 New Year’s Day
January 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 22 Chinese New Year (Rabbit)
January 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day

I pray God will continue to look after everyone in Heath.  I 
know he will. Best to all of you in 2023.
- Mayor Kelson Elam

Avoid Messy Problems by Properly Disposing 
of Holiday Cooking Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG)

FOG is the residue left over from all that cooking with meats, butter, lard, 
sauces, dressing, dairy products and oil. FOG and other debris poured 
down the drain can build up in pipes and cause backups in both private 
and City-maintained sewer systems.

To avoid expensive plumbing repairs and damage to the sewer system:
• Scrape or wipe cooled grease or fat from all cookware and place in 

the trash.
• Pour or scrape melted grease into a sturdy closed-lid container and 

dispose of the sealed container in the trash.
• You can also use the City of Heath’s Household Hazardous Waste 

front porch collection for disposal of the sealed container.

Message from the Mayor…

Happy New Year
From The City of Heath



The Community Kicks Off Christmas in Heath on December 2

More than 2,000 residents came out to enjoy the sights, sounds and treats of Christmas on a festive winter’s 
evening at Towne Center Park. Timeless traditions like the Christmas Tree lighting and visits with Santa were 
joined by new features including the wooded photo scene built by the boys team charity (btc) Lakeside League 

Class of 2023 as their Senior Project. More than 8,000 Christmas cookies baked by First United Methodist Church of Heath, btc Lakeside League and 
National Charity League members were enjoyed with hot cocoa, while an array of food trucks provided heavier fare.

The City thanks everyone who made this beloved event a success: City staff; Special Event Series Sponsors; Amy Parks, Pullen and Linda Lyon Elementary 
Honor Choirs; Rockwall-Heath High School Jazz Band and Percussionists; and a small army of volunteers including the Special Events Board led by 
Chairman Jenni Knox and members Tami Hogan, Amanda Rosander, Stacy Megill and DeLayne Spicer. Find more photos on the City’s Facebook page, and 
the highlights video at heathtx.com.



About Matthew Holzapfel, P.E.

Matthew’s extensive experience in municipal engineering and public 
works includes serving the City of Mesquite for 38 years. 

During his tenure in Mesquite, Matthew rose through the ranks 
to become City Engineer and ultimately Director of Public Works 
overseeing a staff of 270 full-time employees. The City of Mesquite 
won multiple awards for project excellence under his watch, and the 
Mesquite City Council named a new water pump station at I-20 and 
Wiser Road after Matthew in 2020.

“We are very fortunate to welcome a professional of Matthew’s 
caliber to our Executive Team,” said City Manager Aretha Adams. “His 
experience in all aspects of public works has already made a positive 
impact within our organization and will be extremely valuable to our 
growing community.”

“I am excited to assist the City Manager and City Council in 
providing high-quality roads, parks, water, sanitary sewer and 
drainage infrastructure to the residents and businesses of Heath,” 
said Matthew. “I look forward to leveraging my experience and 
knowledge of technology to deliver the effectiveness, productivity, 
communication and quality of service from the Department of Public 
Works that citizens want and deserve.”

Matthew also brings a commitment to servant leadership that was 
forged at the beginning of his career during a two-year stint with 
the Peace Corps in Honduras, Central America, where he worked 
with a small municipality to provide critical infrastructure. “This 
introduction to public service in a very tough environment showed 
me that although public service can be personally costly, it can be 
very satisfying” he said.

Matthew is a Life Member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
American Public Works Association and American Water Works 
Association and has built a long resume of professional achievements. 
Personal accomplishments center upon 43 years of marriage to 
his college sweetheart, five children and five grandchildren, with 
another one on the way. When not working, Matthew enjoys being 
outdoors in almost any type of weather and terrain, walking, hiking, 
back packing and fishing. He loves reading economics, science, 
history, and biographies. An Assistant Scout master for 22 years, he is 
an active leader in his church.

About Michael Shook

Having served in other cities as a Director of Public Works, Community 
Services Director, Project Manager and General Manager for a Water 
Supply Corporation, Michael is highly qualified to ensure that engineering, 
design, and life safety standards are met while keeping Heath’s capital 
projects on time and under budget when possible.

“Michael is an excellent addition to our team as our community grows 
in the midst of a challenging environment for construction,” said Aretha 
Adams. “He has the expertise and knowledge to navigate supply and skilled 
labor shortages, rising costs and longer lead times to help keep us moving 
forward to deliver the infrastructure our citizens want and deserve.”

Michael began his career in the water and sewer department and went 
on to become cross trained in multiple departments including animal 
control, code enforcement, building inspections, planning and zoning 
and flood plain management. He’s also been a first responder as an EMT, 
a volunteer fireman and served two terms as secretary for the Kaufman 
County Emergency District #2.

A lifelong student of his profession, Michael holds multiple licenses 
including a “B” surface water license from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), a Customer Service Inspector license 
from TCEQ, a Certified Flood Plain Manager from the Texas Flood Plain 
Association (TFMA) and FEMA. 

“I am excited about the potential the City of Health offers. Great projects 
are being planned, designed, and constructed,” said Michael. “I am equally 
excited about the staff with whom I work. Everyone has welcomed me 
with open arms. It has been like ‘family’ since the first day I arrived.”

Michael’s own family includes his wife of 43 years, three children and seven 
grandchildren. In his free time, he enjoys attending his grandchildren’s 
sports, and teaching them about the outdoors while hunting and fishing.
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City of Heath Welcomes New Employees: 
Matthew Holzapfel, P.E.,
Director of Public Works and 
Michael Shook,
Capital Improvements Project Manager

The City welcomes Matthew Holzapfel (left) and Michael Shook.



New PATH Project: 
Sunset Swings at Terry Park

Sunset swings are coming to Terry Park in 2023, thanks to the generous 
members of the Parks And Trails of Heath (PATH) program! Existing 
play equipment will be renovated and expanded to offer an array of 
swings for all ages and abilities.  Additionally, new bench swings will be 
installed along the path overlooking the lake to give visitors a place to 
gently sway with lake and sunset views. These swinging benches offer 
a place to mount a bronze memorial plaque. Watch for updates in the 
coming months! 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING PATH IN 2022!

FOR THE LATEST CITY OF HEATH NEWS AND INFORMATION VISIT HEATHTX.COM

PATH PAVER - $500 Donation
Larry & Mary Bush
Ernie & Becky Burkett
“Dennis C.”
Chris & Angela Cass
Russell & Patricia Clark 
Renee & Scott Clover
Colley Family 
Tom & Margaret Davidson
Jon-Paul & Crystal Dixon 
Kathy Farrington
William & Tammy Fieldsmith
Jeff & Bobbie Fleming
Neal & Mary Fondren 
Grinnan Family
Tim & Alison Hartley
Manny’s Heath Tex-Mex
Mike & Amanda Karner
Rich Koepke
Mark & Lisa Misheck
McCuthcheon Farms, LLC
Monty and Susan Moncibais 
Kevin & Susan Smart Family
Rick & Kathy Spletter 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
Tom & Charlene Norris ($250)
Gary & Tracy Allen ($100)

PATH FINDER - Recurring $10 per Month
Gary & Tracy Allen
Bonnie Baron
Councilmember John Beaman
Anthony & Julie Berg
Ernie & Becky Burkett
Ken Black
Dean & Christine Brand
Mark & Suzanne Brooke
Jim & Beatrice Chester
Larry & Sharon Cole
Patrick & Lindsey Cummins
John & Janie Curtis
Ralph & Mary DeMott Family
John & Katie Dyer
Mayor Kelson & Brenda Elam
Kevin and Tracy Enoch
Ryan & Ashley Farha Family
Robert & Nicole Farquharson
Robin Funk
David & Laura Gartling
Mark & Toni George
John & Sherry Gillespie
Mike & Claudia Givens
Ken & Lorrie Gray
Jerry & Judy Groves
Rick Handschuch
Nick and Melanie Hasty
Shawn & Misty Helms
Robert & Dana Hensley
Everette Hull & Shirley Sutherland
Jeff Ivy
Ken & Ginny Jackson

Lorri Kasper
Wes & Sarah Keith
Brent King Family
Councilman Rich Krause
David & Debbie Lane
Brian & Lea Lashley
Mike & Ruth Miller
Troy Parker
Johnny & Debbie Pabian 
Dave & Vicki Perkowski 
Bob Petka
Robert and Keli Phillips 
Jan Pistorese
Bryan Ramey
Buck and Debra Ray 
Craig & Monique Raymond
John & Janet Reed
David & Betsy Roe
The Farha Family
Charles & Malette Reed
Tony & Councilmember Donna Rolater
Justin & Jennifer Saunders 
Gini Seely
Doyle & Tiki Sherman
Tom & Diane Smith
Cameron & Michelle Slocum
Chris and Annie Sullivan
Ron and Teresa Twedell
Councilmember Brent Weaver & Lillian 
Weaver
William & Wendy Wilbanks 
Steve & Stacy Wingard
Brian Wiley

Michaela Wood
Steven & Katie Wozniak
Tim & Kim York
Craig & Julie Zurek

PATH MAKER - Recurring $5 per Month
James Albrecht
Gary & Kellie Anderson
Darlene Darensburg
Randy & Lana Dodge
Keith & Megan Flowers
Chris & Jenni Knox
Rick and Nancy Mabry
Jacqueline Martin
Keith and Tonya Miller
Debbie O’Dell
Calvin and Linda O’Glee
Jeff & Claudette Overfield
R.E. (Bob) Shaw, Sr.
Ronald & Jan Sheppard
Candee Smith
Steiger Family
Stan Stewart
Dalton Tasset
Tony & Janet Tiseo

CHARTER PATH DONORS AS OF DECEMBER 9, 2022

PATH PATRON
$10,000 Donation

PATH BUILDER
$5,000 Donation

PATH FUNDER
$1,000 Donation

BC Golf
Bill & Barbara Bottorff
“Dennis C.”
William and Tammy Fieldsmith
Freeman’s Cleaners
Heath Flag Service/Burrow’s

Rhonda Holloway
Magnum Home Service
BETTY PERRY 
Chris & Susie Thompson
VICKI WALLACE

If you would like to participate anonymously, please indicate that under publicity, when signing up.


